
 

01 
We take a look on some 
basics about comics

02 
We explore the characters 
that appear in this issue

03 
We explore colors and what 
they might mean

04 
We discover some American 
culture within the comic

05 
We totally have fun with it!!

/ LOKI AOA /
/ Some stuff about Loki / 
 
> The character is based on 
the Norse God Loki from 
Norse Mythology. 
 
> His colors were originally 
just green and gold. Now is 
green, gold and black. Green 
prevails. 
 
> There have been several 
versions of Loki, this is the 
latest one. 
 
> This Loki is a shapeshifter 
and gender fluid. You will find 
him in female and male 
shapes during the series. 
 
> This version of Loki looks a 
little bit like Tom Hiddleston 
 
> He is a geek (we explore 
this through several issues) 

Let’s enjoy him!
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01 Some basics about Comics 
Panels. Panels or frame boxes are segments of action contained in a 
section of the page, outlined with borders or without borders. The 
shape of the panel can be different, and the size as well. Panels are 
used to encapsulate (trap) events within the narrative.


Here we have 
three panels. 
In one we can 
see Thor, and 
a part of the 
face of Loki.


In the second 
one we see 
Thor. And in 
the third one 
Loki.


Panels can have borders or not. They can be squared or even round. 
We’ll find several different types of panels in Loki AoA #1. 


Tiers. A tier is a single row 
of panels. There can be one 
single panel, or many of 
them. Here we have an 
example of a tier with a 
single panel.
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Gutters. The gutter is the space between planels. It’s usually white, but 
it can be also black, or in certain circumstances be a background or 
other colors.


Speech balloons. 
Speech balloons are 
the bubbles that 
contain the 
characters’ dialog and 
thoughts.


Pointers. The tails or 
pointers are lines or 
indicators that point 

out at the speaker and that come out from the speech balloons.


Speech balloons can be connected with long bridges like the one that 
keeps Thor’s words together. Sometimes, the balloons are sticked with 
one another. Artists tend to draw the minimum amount of pointers not 
to destroy the illustrations. 


Captions. Captions are the 
narrator’s voice, but they 
are also used for narrative 
purposes, or even thoughts 
or dialogue sometimes.


In Loki AoA we find 
different types: in black the 
narrator, in green Loki’s 
thoughts, and we’ll also 

find scrolls, stories that someone is telling (I won’t spoil you who, 
because you will find out when reading Loki AoA.
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Splashes. A splash is a full-page illustration which introduces the story. 
It can be a full page, half a page, and sometimes even two pages.


Spreads. A spread is an image that can be found in more than a page 
(usually two pages). Sometimes you can find bigger ones which need a 
gatefold to contain them.


IMPORTANT:  
• In this issue the thoughts of Loki are written in green captions 

(green square and white letters) 
• The narrator voice is written in black (black square and white 

letters) 
• We will find scroll captions as well (they look like an old scroll) 

02 Characters that 
Appear in Loki AoA 
You find them all at the beginning (page 6) 
when Loki is going up the Avengers Tower. 
We meet Thor, Loki, Hawkeye, Black 
Widow, Captain America, Iron Man and the 
Hulk.


We are also introduced in something 
mysterious: the Mission
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03.1 Exploring colors, shapes… 
Colors give away information about the characters. They come in handy 
to know some basics about their personalities. They let you recognise 
emotions quickly as well (anger, violence, pride…) These are 
conventions that have been into the Superhero comics for a long time. 
For example:


Loki is Dark Grass Green. The colors of Loki’s outfit are mostly green. 
It’s the color of the ambition, greed but also nature, rebirth and growth. 
(Keep the meaning into mind please). It’s also anger (please note that 
Hulk is green too).


Thor and Iron Man are mostly Red. Red is the color of blood, of 
passion, but it’s also of acting recklessly and of pride. Thor’s cape is 
red, and Iron Man’s suit is too. Both have great pride, and tend to act 
too quickly.  

Shapes can also give away information. Loki’s helm has horns. Horns 
have been associated with evil. So, just taking a look at the outfit of 
Loki we know that he is up to no good (apparently). Thor’s traditional 
Helm had feather, and feathers are those of goodness (like angels). 
These are notions rooted in culture. At a glance, details in the comics 
tell us about the characters.


Other clues might also give us information about their characters, but 
also about culture and even other books and movies!!!


But before we hit it…
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03.2 Remember how to read the comic! 
We read Western comics from top to bottom, and then from left to 
right. We follow this rule not only following the panels on a page, but 

also when reading the balloons into a panel. For example: 


Thor: Ha! Well Spoken.

Thor: Tell me now, is there time for a drink before you make your 
inevitable escape…?

Loki: Always, Thor.

Loki: Always.


So, this was easy, wasn’t it? From top to bottom, from left to right. This 
was all into a panel. Now let’s take a look at what happens when we 
see it into different panels. 
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Thor: I … I was that bully, when we were young. I know I hurt you…

Thor: sometimes I wonder if I’ve truly changed.

Thor: If the distance I have come is not a convenient lie I tell myself.

Thor: a Trick. 
Loki: …

Loki: Perhaps.

Loki: Perhaps that’s true for us all.


Easy, right? You do the same when with the whole page: from top to 
bottom, left to right, following the balloons. 


But wait, what are those words in bold all along the conversation 
between Loki and Thor? These words are stressed out and are giving 
you info of the most important thing. You see, Thor was quite a bully 
and now has realised that he has truly hurt Loki. However, he is hesitant 
and also thinks that it might be all a lie, or a trick. 


So, pay attention on the order in reading, and also take note of those 
words that appear in bold. You will also find onomatopoeia. Imagine 
those are sounds into your head. And even songs. Let them play into 
your head. 


Stop here and try to read Loki AoA issue #1, and then continue 
reading thing guide. [SPOILERS AHEAD] 
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04 American Culture all over! 
Let’s discover some cool things about Loki AoA #1. I hope you have 
read the issue by now. If not: you like spoilers, don’t you.


Okay… who can tell me where the Cheshire 
Cat reference is?


Yes! Where we find the presentation of the 
characters that are in the Avengers Tower, we 
find Loki as the Cheshire Cat. 


And the Oz Wizard? Well, Wicked! Have 
you found it?


When Loki is taking his shower, he is 
singing his version of the Wizard and I! If 
you take a look at the original lyrics you’ll 
see that this is really important for Loki. 


It’s also funny to note that Elphaba is 
green, and the color that fits Loki in 
comics is also green. (Just a hint). 


You can find the song and the original 

lyrics here: https://youtu.be/wuqmMcwQVT8 
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Spoilers here, but in the comic we’ll see Loki as the 
Geek and Thor as the Jock. These 
are American notions that might not fit 
other cultures, however Marvel is 
exporting them through comics as well 
as other media (like movies from other 
producers). Loki is an informatics savvy 
guy.


Why does he go to the Avengers Tower 
apart from “saving his bro” by using on 
him a spooky sword? Well, retrieving 
some information from S.H.I.E.L.D. 
computers. 


Please remember the stereotypes of 
the Geek and the Jock that exist at the 
moment.


05 Let’s have loads of fun reading Loki! 
You can read the comic now (if you haven’t and let yourself be spoiled), 
or re-read it again. Let’s have fun!!!


To think about: 
• Take a closer look at the images, do they give other things away like 

the Cheshire Cat reference? 

• Does the dialogue tell you something extra? (Hint: those bold words 

might have magic within).

• In this issue you can see the old and the new Loki. Their faces, 

gestures and outfit are pretty different. What are they telling to you 
about their personalities? 
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06 Bibliography (if you want to go deeper) 
BOOKS: 

• Geek Anthropology of Loki’s Army. Pepi Valderrama.


• The power of comics; history, form and culture. By Randy Duncan, 
Matthew J.Smith & Paul Levitz.


• American Nerd, Benjamin Nugent.


LINKS: 

Comics THORsday on dePepi.com 

http://www.depepi.com/category/comics-thorsday/ 


Loki as a Geek and Thor as a Jock

http://www.depepi.com/2014/06/10/stereotyping-in-comics-movies/


Good Reads Reading Comics Group

https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/174753-reading-comics 


NOTICE: IMAGES OF LOKI AOA #1 (C) MARVEL // LOGO OF DEPEPI (C) DEPEPI  
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